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Press Release b

Thailand Biennale, Chiang Rai 2023 Introduces 'Open World
Cinema’' under the Theme 'Open the World, Open Chiang Rai,’
Featuring Thai Classic Films Dating Back 83 Years, as Well as 7
Films, and 7 Short Films from Seasoned and Emerging Directors.
Organized by the Office of Contemporary Art and Culture, Thai
Film Archive (Public Organization) in Collaboration with The
Chiang Rai Film Club.

The Office of Contemporary Art and Culture, Thai Film Archive (Public Organization), and Chiang Rai Film Club, in
collaboration with domestic and international partners, proudly introduce a special cinematic experience: Open World
Cinema, themed 'Open the World, Open Chiang Rai," at Thailand Biennale, Chiang Rai 2023. This unique cinema will
showcase a curated selection of films, as well as, the forum to capture the essence of Chiang Rai through the views of

Chiang Rai and international film directors. Rare and valuable classic Thai films will also be screened at the event.

The Open World Cinema aligns with the main theme of Thailand Biennale, Chiang Rai 2023, titled 'The Open World.'
This theme celebrates diversity, a defining characteristic of Chiang Rai, and the films presented at this event offer

perspectives from both local and international filmmakers, fostering a deeper understanding of Chiang Rai.

The program aims to introduce Chiang Rai's film directors to audiences and promote appreciation for the artistry of
international filmmakers. The specially designated theater will be open to the public from December 9th, 2023, to
January 28th, 2024, at two locations: Chiang Rai International Art Museum (CIAM) and the Old Chiang Rai City Hall

(Outdoor Cinema).

Embark on a cinematic journey through Chiang Rai with films from local directors, both renowned and promising. The
inaugural program kicks off with 'Stories from the North' (2006) by Uruphong Raksasad, followed by short films from
the next generation of directors: 'Everybody’s fine' (2017), 'Bangkok 2564, and 'Payawan' (2019) by Thanakrit
Duangmaneeporn, Panisa Khueanphet, and Supamart Boonnil. A forum will conclude the program, providing a platform

for discussions and showcasing new perspectives on Chiang Rai.

The second program, in celebration of Children's Day, will feature two French animated films, 'Le Petit Nicolas' and

'"The Bears' Famous Invasion,' in collaboration with IF Cinéma, targeting the youth attending the event.

For the third program, Thai Film Archive will present valuable classic Thai films, including ‘Kang-wan Prai' (1954) and

'A Handful of Rice' (1940), screened at CIAM. Additionally, the remastered film ‘Path of the Brave' (1991) by Five Star



Production Company will be shown in an outdoor cinema format at the Old Chiang Rai City Hall. These films delve into
local lifestyles and portray the society and culture of the Lanna people in the past. The program will conclude with a
forum discussing the importance of film conservation, providing a platform for participants to exchange views on the

topic.

In the fourth program, the focus shifts to the perspectives of young directors addressing critical social and
environmental issues in Chiang Rai and its neighboring countries. Short films produced in the Chiang Rai Film Club's
"Through the Lens of Climate Workshop' will shed light on environmental problems in Chiang Rai, such as the Mekong
River and PM 2.5. A Myanmar-Dutch-Norwegian film, 'Myanmar Diaries' (2022) by the Myanmar Film Collective will offer
insights into life in Myanmar after the political changes, premiering for the first time in Chiang Rai and the Thai Northern

Area.

The general public is invited to attend the Open World Cinema at Thailand Biennale, Chiang Rai 2023, free of charge.
For more information, please follow us on Facebook Fanpage: Chiang Rai Film Club, Thailand Biennale, and visit

https://www.thailandbiennale.org/.

For press inquiries, please contact:
Napakarn Boontarig

Tel 085-580-3796
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