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The Press Conference for “the opening of the Flag of Thailand Biennale, Chiang Rai 2023
Exhibition”

The Ministry of Culture in collaboration with Chiang Rai Province, public and private sectors
organizes the opening of “the Flag of Thailand Biennale, Chiang Rai 2023 Exhibition” created
by Chiang Rai artists, the launching of the Artistic Director and Curators’ name list and the

groundbreaking ceremony of Chiang Rai International Art Museum (CIAM).

H.E. Mr. Itthiphol Kunplome, Minister of Culture presiding at the ceremony said “This is
a milestone for Chiang Rai Province as the host of Thailand Biennale, Chiang Rai 2023 that
synergizes effort of Chiang Rai artists to create paintings in their own style with the event’s
flag inserted in the pictures. This is good opportunity to publicize that Chiang Rai Province, the
city of art is going to host the significant international art festival and to invite local artists and
Chiang Rai people including contemporary art lovers to be in readiness and jointly celebrate
with proudness the organization of Thailand Biennale, Chiang Rai 2023 from December 2023
to April 2024.”

On Saturday, 2 July 2022, the program begins with the writing the words “Thailand Biennale,
Chiang Rai 2023” by Venerable Phramedhivajirodom (V. Vajiramedhi) for the auspicious start
to all working groups and agencies relevant namely, the executives of the Ministry of Culture,
the Office of Contemporary Art and Culture, Chiang Rai Governor, Professor Chalermchai
Kositpipat, National Artist in Visual Arts, the curatorial team, Chiang Rai artists, the heads of
government agencies, 18 District Chiefs of the province, specialists and distinguished guests
who attend the handover ceremony of the flag and the opening of “the Flag of Thailand
Biennale, Chiang Rai 2023 Exhibition” at the Tankhun Art Gallery, Wat Rong Khun, Chiang Rai

Province.



The honorary committees have selected the flag artwork for 72 out of 119 pieces.
The exhibition will take place at the Tankhun Art Gallery, Wat Rong Khun, Chiang Rai Province
until December 2022.

In addition, the art pieces of participating artists will be displayed in 18 Districts across the
province such as at Artbridge Chiang Rai, Mae Fah Luang Chiang Rai International Airport,
religious sites, learning centers, governmental offices and universities in order to raise
awareness of the local people.

The Board of Thailand Biennale, Chiang Rai 2023 mutually agreed that this edition is good
opportunity to further increase channels of driving the policy of creative economy by art and
cultural capitals in a concrete way. The Board has promoted Thai curators who have
professional experiences and potentials of working widely with many artist networks both in
national and international levels to carry out the project. The Board approved the
appointment of the two Artistic Directors: Mr. Rirkrit Tiravanija and Mrs. Gridthiya Gaweewong,
and the 2 curators: Mr. Angkrit Ajchariyasophon and Ms. Manuporn Luengaram on 20 May 2022.
The curatorial team will have meetings and discussions with Professor Chalermchai Kositpipat,
National Artist, the advisory committees of the project, the Association of Artbridge Chiang Rai,

and Chiang Rai artists later on in order to plan the operation and site visit for preparedness.

On Sunday, 3 July 2022 at 9 AM, the groundbreaking ceremony of Chiang Rai International Art
Museum (CIAM) will take place in front of Mae Fah Luang Chiang Rai International Airport, part
of Rimkok Subdistrict, Mueang District, Chiang Rai Province. The museum’s land was donated
by Mr. Taveechai Aramratsameekul for more than 10 rai and Mr. Mongkol Chongsutthanamanee
for 3 rai. This museum will be the venue for the opening of Thailand Biennale, Chiang Rai 2023

and it would be the inauguration of utilizing the building.



